
Frequency Distributions
Frequencies show how many people fall into each answer category on a given question 
(variable) and what percentage of the sample that represents.

Total number of people in the 
survey sample

Number of people with valid (non-
missing) answers to the question

Percent of the total sample who 
answered that “child1” was married

Number of people who responded 
that “child1” was married

Percent of those with non-missing 
data on this question who answered 
that “child1” was married

Cumulative percent adds the 
percent of people answering in one 
category to the total of those in all 
categories with lower values. It is 
only meaningful for variables 
measured at the ordinal or 
interval/ratio level.
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